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University 
missions

I n t ro d u c t i o n

RESEARCHSERVICE TO 
SOCIETY

EDUCATION

Learning research by doing research
At the crossroads of the three missions of the 

university



3 actions 
& 2 

registrations

I n t ro d u c t i o n

Doctoral thesis

• Scientific research
• Writing and defence
• Doctoral degree (180 ECTS)

Doctoral research 
training programme

• Scientific, technical and cross-
disciplinary training

• Certificat de formation à la 
recherche (60 ECTS)

SharingDevelopingLearning



U L B  d o c t o ra l  j o u r n e y

Timeline of  the doctoral  cycle

•Supervisor + project

•Admission application

•Funding application

•Registration (835€ or 
32€)

•PhD regulations and 
charter

Year 1

•1st meeting with the 
supervisory 
committee 
(recommended)

•Annual meeting with 
the supervisory 
committee

•Re-enrolment (32€)

Year 2

•Intermediate 
evaluation (supervisory 
committee)

•Re-enrolment (32€)

Year 3

•Annual meeting with the 
supervisory committee

•Re-enrolment (32€)

•Concrete analysis of 
career plan and 
opportunities

Year 4

•Submission of the 
thesis

•Private defence

•Public defence

•Post-doctoral funding 
applications/job 
seeking

Research activities, doctoral training and career development

Requirements



Supervis ion

Continuous monitoring
Member of the ULB 

permanent academic 
body

Meeting at 
least once a 
yearExchanging 

knowledge 
and best 
practice 

Additional 
expertise that 
may be outside 
ULB

Meet specialists from other 
FWB universities and network 
with other PhD candidates: 
Doctoral schools with the 
FNRS

+ Institutional support via 
several departments such as 

the DocFiRe unit!

PhD 
candidate

Supervisor

Co-
supervisor

U L B  d o c t o ra l  j o u r n e y

Supervisory 
committee

Graduate 
school

Lab/Research 
center

https://www.frs-fnrs.be/en/financements/chercheur-doctorant/ecoles-doctorales/ecoles-doctorales-pres-le-fnrs
https://www.frs-fnrs.be/en/financements/chercheur-doctorant/ecoles-doctorales/ecoles-doctorales-pres-le-fnrs


Funding

Most common types of funding:

• Project submitted individually
o FNRS: Aspirant, FRIA, FRESH
o ULB: Mini-ARC, development cooperation grand (ARES)

• Being hired on a project obtained by a research center
o FWB: ARC
o FNRS: PDR, Télévie

• Being hired in a joint European programme: Doctoral Network - Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie Actions (DN – MSCA)

• Research contracts with companies
o Brussels-Capital Region (Innoviris): Applied PhD
o Walloon Region: Win4Doc

• Assistant (half-time research, half-time teaching)

➔ Depending on each source, you may be a grant holder or an employee!

U L B  d o c t o ra l  j o u r n e y



Doctoral  
research 
training 

programme

Discipline-specific scientific training
(courses, seminars, conferences, summer schools, research visits abroad, etc.)

Scientific production
(papers, oral communications, posters, organisation of seminars, etc.)

Transferable skills training
(communication, languages, ethics and integrity, copyright and intellectual property, 
project management, team management, teaching, etc.)

• Validation of the activity and the number of credits depends on the 
supervisory committee

• You will not be allowed to defend your thesis until you have 
completed your doctoral training

U L B  d o c t o ra l  j o u r n e y



Re-enrolment 
& 

intermediate 
evaluation

1) Meeting with the supervisory committee
o Discussion of the progress of the research
o Discussion of the working environment (supervision)
o Validation of doctoral training credits
→ Advice on re-enrolment with the faculty

2) Follow the re-enrolment procedure
→ Directly managed by your faculty (WARNING deadlines/internal forms)
→ Pay the €32 administration fee

List of the Faculty contacts for the PhD: 
https://www.ulb.be/en/phd/faculty-contacts-for-the-phd

3) Follow the procedure for renewing your funding (depending on the funding 
body)

❖ Mid-term: intermediate evaluation
➢ Format to be defined with your supervisory committee
➢ If successful: 20 ECTS validated in the doctoral training programme

U L B  d o c t o ra l  j o u r n e y

https://www.ulb.be/en/phd/faculty-contacts-for-the-phd


Thesis  defence

Original dissertationDissertation

Essay showing the connections 
between a body of scientific 
publications of which the PhD 
candidate is the (co-)author

Article-
based 
thesis

Dissertation based on a project or 
piece of work of which the PhD 
candidate is the (co-)author

Project-
based 
thesis

Common in certain fieldsFrench

InternationalizationEnglish

Other language accepted by the 
faculty jury (depending on 
discipline)

Other

FORMAT LANGUAGE

U L B  d o c t o ra l  j o u r n e y



Thesis  
defence

€€€ Credit of up to €250 for printing your thesis: 
https://www.pub-ulb.be/these/

U L B  d o c t o ra l  j o u r n e y

• Agreement 
supervisor / 
supervisory 
committee

• Submission at the 
Faculty

• Validation 
doctoral training 
before defence

Submission

• Appointed by 
faculty

• Min. 3 aca. ULB

• Min. 2 externals

• Including (co-) 
supervisor(s)

• Adjustments: Arts 
and science of art 
+ cotutelles

Jury
• Session behind 

closed-doors

• Decision jury on 
public defence: go 
/ extension max. 6 
mois / no go 

Private 
defense

• Submission thesis in 
DI-fusion

• Public session

• Decision jury on 
award of degree: 
yes / no

• Report on the 
defence by jury

Public 
defense

Max. 1 month Min. 2 weeks
Max. 6 weeks

Min. 1 month

Max. 2 months

Time constraints 
suspended from 15/07 

to 15/08

https://www.pub-ulb.be/these/


DocFiRe Unit  
–

Our missions

Re s o u rc e s

Doctorat

« Helpdesk »

Promoting 
PhD

Support for 
PhD 

candidates

Règlement 
du doctorat

Cotutelle 
agreements

Statistics & 
strategic 
projects

Research 
funding

Representing 
ULB



Mission #1:  to inform you

• Questions about (re)enrolment, supervisors, funding, training, mobility, valorization, 
well-being, the end of the thesis, the post-thesis period, etc.

➔ Central information point!

• You're not alone! And neither are we! → Collaboration with other departments/faculties

1. Before 
thesis

2. Starting your 
thesis

3. During the 
thesis

4. End of 
thesis

5. After the 
thesis

You !

doctorat@ulb.be

Re s o u rc e s



General PhD contact:
doctorat@ulb.be

Questions about PhD at your faculty:
Faculty contacts for the PhD – ULB

Questions relating to cotutelles: 
cotutelle@ulb.be

Questions relating to transferable skills training: 
formation.dr@ulb.be

Questions relating to institutional research funding: 
fonds.recherche@ulb.be

Questions relating to FNRS funding: 
fnrs.ulb@ulb.be

Questions relating to European funding:
ulb-europe@ulb.be

Questions relating to regional funding and valorization:
ulbtto@ulb.be

mailto:doctorat@ulb.be
https://www.ulb.be/en/phd/faculty-contacts-for-the-phd
mailto:cotutelle@ulb.be
mailto:formation.dr@ulb.be
mailto:fonds.recherche@ulb.be
mailto:fnrs.ulb@ulb.be
mailto:ulb-europe@ulb.be
mailto:ulbtto@ulb.be


PhD web 
pages

Re s o u rc e s

https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/phd

https://www.ulb.be/en/becoming-a-researcher/phd

Staff portal:

ULB website:

https://be.linkedin.com/showcase/ulb-phdLinkedIn:

https://portail.ulb.be/en/research/phd
https://www.ulb.be/en/becoming-a-researcher/phd
https://be.linkedin.com/showcase/ulb-phd


Newsletter 
Remind’R

Re s o u rc e s

Sharing useful resources 
for researchers (monthly)

→ « PhD & Postdocs »

→ Training

→ Call for projects

→ Thesis defences

→ Scientific seminars

→ …



INFOFIN

Re s o u rc e shttp://infofin.ulb.ac.be

http://infofin.ulb.ac.be/


EURAXESS
&

HRS4R

Re s o u rc e s

EURAXESS 
Services

International 
Welcome desk

Support for 
international 
researchers 
(visa, 
residence/ 
work permit, 
health 
insurance, 
banking...)

EURAXESS 
Jobs

InfOR-emploi
(coord.)

Support for 
publication of 
research job/ 
fellowship 
offers on the 
EURAXESS Jobs 
online database

EURAXESS 
Rights

Research 
Department 
(coord.)

Human 
Resources 
Strategy for 
researchers 
(HRS4R)

→ Label

EURAXESS 
Career 

Developt

Human 
Resources 
Department 
(coord.)

Coordination of 
general training 
for teachers 
and researchers

EURAXESS is a multidisciplinary networking tool supporting

researchers working in Europe and beyond. ULB is part of this 

worldwide platform which offers the following services: 

More info: Human Resources Strategy for Researchers (HRS4R) - ULB

https://www.ulb.be/en/becoming-a-researcher/hrs4r


Many other 
resources

Re s o u rc e s

Make the most of this day by:

• Gather information that will be useful throughout your 
(post)doctoral studies

• Identify resource people at ULB
• Meet other PhD candidates & postdocs

Don't forget: we are re here to help you!

doctorat@ulb.be

Thank you for your attention!

Questions?

mailto:doctorat@ulb.be
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